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EMPEROR  
OF RUSSIA 
HONOUR TO 
OUR HEROES 

Sun-bathing Sutton 
soldier killed by 
long-range shell 

PRIVATE FRANK PALMER SELBY of The Manor, Sutton-
on-Trent, was killed on Wednesday – while sunbathing 
with mates from the 1st/4th Battalion Royal Berkshire 
Regiment well behind the firing line. 
    A shell burst among them, killing several and 
wounding more. Frank, 24, a draughtsman by trade, 
only returned to the Front last week after a severe bout 
of influenza. He was the second son of the seven 
children of auctioneer and valuer Benjamin George 
Selby and his wife Fannie. 
    He served his apprenticeship at Simpson’s before 
spending three years at the Pulsometer Company, 
Reading, prior to enlisting with fellow draughtsmen. 
    He will be one of the first interred in the Military 
Cemetery at Hebuterne, a village 15km north of Albert 
(Somme) and 20km south-west of Arras. By the end of 
the War, he will have 706 comrades alongside him. 

Night-reading by 
candle kills  

ex-hotelier Albert 

ALBERT JOLLANDS, 55, who made such a substantial 
fortune while he was mine host at the Clinton Arms in 
Newark Market Place that he owned a string of race 
horses, became the town’s latest war victim in bizarre 
circumstances. 
    Corporal Jollands was in camp in Norfolk as the 
letter-carrier for the South Notts Hussars and was in 
the habit of lying on his bed in a little wooden hut at 
the end of each busy day reading his newspaper by the 
light of a candle balanced on his chest. 
    Last Thursday night, his comrades noticed his hut 
was on fire. The blaze was so intense, they could not 
get near him. The inquest jury returned a verdict of 
accidental death. 
    Albert is one of three Great War victims com-
memorated in St Mary’s Churchyard, Narford. 

Bandage ‘factory’ opens 
NEWARK opened a depot last Monday to provide supplies to the 
increasing number of Voluntary Aid Detachment hospitals being 
established to cater for the rapidly increasing numbers of wounded 
soldiers and airmen being shipped from Turkey and the Western Front. 
    It was staffed by voluntary workers who were each paid 1 shilling (5p) 
per shift towards expenses – another example of ordinary folk having 
to take on more and more tasks. 
    Although it opens only on Mondays and Tuesdays, it will provide 
3,167 bandages by Christmas. 

 

TO the surprise and pride of their many 
friends, three local lads were honoured 
last week by the Emperor of Russia for 
their brave deeds on the Western Front. 
    More than nine months after the death of 28-year-
old Private Harry Holberry of Sleaford Road, Newark, 
the London Gazette announced he had been awarded 
the Medal of St George, 4th Class, by the Emperor of 
Russia. 
    Harry’s was the only posthumous award in an 
impressively lengthy list… 
    Drummer William Bernard Robb, only 18, whose 
father used to run the Spring House hostelry at 
Newark, was the first member of the 8th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters to be honoured. 
    He also received the Medal of St George, 4th Class, 
for gallant action at Kemmel on 21 June. 
    Young Willie and Drummer J W Newton defied 
heavy rifle fire to carry to a casualty station 26-year-
old Cambridge University graduate 2nd Lieutenant 
John Radley Eddison from Retford, who was so 
severely wounded that he subsequently died. 
    Private John Sharman, 20, a gentleman’s servant 
from Westhorpe, Southwell – one of the 13 children 
of traction engine driver Tom and Hannah – also 
received the Medal of St George, 4th Class, for holding 
a trench by himself at Kemmel on 15 June after it and 
his 8th Sherwoods comrades had been blown-up by an 
enemy mine. 
    When he came under attack, he killed one German, 
put the remainder to flight and held the position until 
reinforcements arrived. 

 
Harry Holberry – 

received posthumous award 

 LEN’S BRAVERY EARNS A BREAK AT HOME 
THE BRAVERY of Private Leonard Rayworth of the Southwell Company of the 8th Sherwoods earned him 
a spot of leave. 
    He wrote home last week: “I have been congratulated by the General for good work. He came up to 
the Transport and had all 40 of us on parade, and then called four of us out, shook hands with us, calling 
us brave men. We only took rations up three nights under heavy shell fire. The Captain said he did not 
think we could manage it, but we tried and got there safely, and now they call us brave men for doing 
that bit … There was nothing brave about it. It was our duty. The Captain has since told me he will let me 
come home on leave, and that pleases me more than being called brave.” 

 

http://www.ournottinghamshire.org.uk/


Follow Newark’s trauma in The Great War as it happened 100 years ago this week 

Go to www.ournottinghamshire.org.uk for all issues of Newark’s Great War Bulletin 

Now read the full dramatic account of… 

 
£14.99 from WH Smith 

 

Kneesall mourns 
death of choirboy 
WORSHIPPERS at Kneesall Church yesterday 
mourned 22-year-old Walter Gratton, a 
choirboy for 10 years, who died from wounds 
suffered in the Dardanelles on 19 August. 
    A footman in the service of Lord Rotherham 
pre-War, he was one of six sons of farmer John 
and Catherine Gratton to volunteer: two were 
rejected as medically unfit, two are in action in 
France and one is in training. 
    Walter was “an extremely nice lad, very 
popular in the village; always of a bright, 
cheerful disposition,” said his sad friends. 
    Private 11843 Gratton is remembered at the 
Chatby Cemetery in Alexandria, Egypt. 

Refugees leave Eakring 
EAKRING bads farewell to its Belgian family. 
After eight months, the Verbeecks moved to 
Warrington, where the man of the house, Victor, 
was confident of finding “more congenial and 
remunerative work than can be found in an 
agricultural village.” A century later, the Genes 
Reunited website reveals Victor Verbeeck  
passed away in Manchester in 1961 aged 81. 

Egg-stremely grateful 
FISKERTON blacksmith’s daughter Emily Foster, 
15, received heart-rending thanks for an egg 
from Private A E Brown, 1st Seaforth 
Highlanders, who is in the Northern General 
Hospital Leicester: “I am one of the lucky chaps 
to receive your eggs … I had my legs blown off 
above the knee on 19 June.” 

 

 

 

 

 

How death notices arrived home 
REPRODUCED left is the kind of 
letter sent to next of kin from the 
fields of battle to inform them of 
the death of a loved one. 
    This letter informed Helen Ewin that 
her husband had been one of the many 
victims on the Gallapoli Peninsula in 
Turkey. 
    Lieutenant and Quartermaster 
Arthur Ewin, 43, was a most popular 
officer, well-known in Newark where 
he had resided for eight years. The 
father of eight had arrived in the town 
after being awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal and suffering severe 
wounds in the Boer War; and was 
practically in charge of the Newark 
depot through varied changes affected 
by Lord Haldane in the old Militia. 
    It was his initiative in August 1914 
that persuaded the Mayoress to form 
her Working Party to provide warm 
clothing for troops once war broke out. 
    He is among 20,885 Allies 
remembered on the Helles Memorial. 
In 2004, his grand-daughter Christine 
Ditcham, living in the family house at 
Syerston, would compile A Soldier’s 
Story – Lieutenant Arthur Ewin DCM 
1872-1915, logged as NEKMS 2006-61-1 
in Newark Museum. 
 

…and here’s the postcard 
image preferred by censors 
SHOPKEEPER Elizabeth Dring of 23 Portland Street, Newark – who has three sons, two sons-in-law and 
two nephews serving – received a racy letter last week from 34-year-old son Harry, a bricklayer who is 
now a Private with the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force: “We landed on this island yesterday morning. 
The ship stopped about half a mile from the shore, and we landed in boats. It is the first place the British 
took from the Turks and is called [censored]. It is very hot with no shade at all, but it is on the sea front 
and surrounded by mountains. It is very nice for a bathe, which we have every day. Some say they heard 
big guns firing last night but I didn’t. You can buy melons at 3d and 4d each, but they are green. There are 
plenty of hawkers around but you have not got to buy any drink off them, lemonade, etc., for fear of 
cholera … Don’t forget to send some salts and a bit of tobacco.” 

Cheering crowd 
and brass band 
greet recruits 

IN THE course of their recruiting march from 
Lichfield to Derby, the 300 men and 25 
officers of the 14th Battalion Sherwood 
Foresters arrived in Newark on Thursday 
afternoon and were welcomed by thousands 
of people. 
    The crowd stretched for a mile along the 
Great North Road towards Muskham while 
cyclists ventured even further north to meet 
them. A brass band led them through 
Kirkgate, Market Place, Cartergate, Lombard 
Street, Castlegate and thence to the camp, 
where the men quickly piled their arms, 
discarded their heavy equipment and flung 
themselves on the grass to enjoy a well-
earned rest. 
    At 8.30am on Friday they marched straight 
off without parading in Newark as intended; 
doubtless they considered it a waste of time. 
The first stop was Upton Hall, where brewery 
director John Francis Warwick kindly 
provided the men with mineral water, cake 
and fruit while the officers were entertained 
inside the Hall. 
    There were big crowds through Southwell, 
where the men had a refreshing paddle in the 
Greet before attending a recruiting meeting 
on the Burgage Green. They then march on to 
spend the night at Farnsfield. 
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